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SUBJECT: CRACKS WIDENING IN UNION NATIONALE 

1 . BILL SHAW, MNA FROM POINTE CLAIRE RIDING, RESIGNED FROM THE 
UNION NATIONALE ON SUNDAY (FEB. 19) AND WILL SIT IN THE ASSEMBLY AS 
AN INDEPENDENT, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY. HIS MOVE FOLLOWED THE 
RESIGNATION OF THE FIVE-MEMBER EXECUTIVE OF HIS RIDING ASSOCIATION 
LAST WEEK AFTER A MEETING WITH PARTY LEADER, RODRIGUE BIRON, AT 
WHICH THE LATTER HAD REFUSED TO SUPPORT FEDERALISM "AT ANY COST." 

2. QUESTION WHETHER HE IS A FEDERALIST PROBABLY 

PROMPTED BY BIRON STATEMENT SOME TIME AGO THAT HE COULD NOT COMMIT 
HIMSELF TO VOTE AGAINST THE RFERENDUM UNTIL HE HAD SEEN THE 
QUESTION. REPLY ON THIS OCCASION REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN "I'M A 
NATIONALIST BUT NOT A SEPARATIST" WHICH WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY STRONG 
FOR CONVINCED ANGLOPHONE FEDERALISTS. 

3. SHAW WAS ONLY ANGLOPHONE AMONG UNION NATIONALE RANKS, 

ALTHOUGH PARTY RACKED UP SIZEABLE NUMBER OF VOTES FROM DISENCHANGED 
LIBERALS IN OTHER WEST END MONTREAL RIDINGS IN 1976 ELECTIONS. WE 
KNOW A NUMBER OF OTHERS WHO HAVE SINCE LOST THEIR FAITH IN BIRON AND 
THE UN IN THE INTERIM. ALTHOUGH SHAW CONSIDERED "AN EXTREMIST" 
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EVEN BY MANY ANGLOPHONES, THIS MAY CAUSE THE FINAL RUPTURE 
BETWEEN THAT CONSTITUENCY AND THE PARTY. 

4. ACCORDING ONE WILL PLACED (AND STILL FAITHFUL BUT CONCERNED) 

PARTY MEMBER, THIS COULD ALSO LEAD TO A FEW DEFECTIONS FROM THE 
FRAN CLPHONE WING OF THE UNION NATIONALE, WHICH NOW REDUCED TO 
TEN SEATS. 
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